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A Bit About Me

Tessa Michaelson Schmidt
Public Library Youth and Inclusive 
Services Consultant

tessa.schmidt@dpi.wi.gov

mailto:tessa.schmidt@dpi.wi.gov
mailto:tessa.schmidt@dpi.wi.gov


A Bit About You

● Your name
● Your role
● Your connection to public libraries, if any
● Your one wish



Session Description

The public library is one of the most trusted community institutions—second only 
to the fire department. Find out how to create connections with the 380+ public 
libraries in Wisconsin from Tessa Michaelson Schmidt, a public library consultant 
from the Department of Public Instruction. Whether working with educators, 
students, families—especially those in challenging situations--public libraries 
want to build lasting relationships with learning and access through library 
materials and services. This session will explore the basic structure of public 
libraries, regional library systems, and the state library and how resources are 
accessible to the students you serve. Come with your questions and ideas for 
collaboration!
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Session Goals

● Understand the structure of Wisconsin public 
libraries and library systems

● Get ideas for how to connect with public 
libraries

● Learn about resources available through 
public libraries

● Share!



Session Disclaimer



Structure of Wisconsin 
Public Libraries and 

Systems



12 CESAs



DPI generated map

2,218 Public 
Schools

Map of Wisconsin Public Schools





17 Public 
Library 
Systems



382 Public 
Libraries



Structure Takeaways

● Hierarchy of local, regional, and state 
authority

● Regional systems are based on county 
boundaries

● Regional systems provide support, resources, 
and guidance

● All libraries are system members



Local Authority

● Governed locally
● Funded by taxpayer dollars
● Have some flexibility to respond to individual 

situations or local issues



Getting In Touch

● Public Library System Directory
○ Youth Services Consultant
○ Continuing Education Coordinator

● Public Library Directory 
○ Library Director
○ Youth Services Staff

http://dpi.wi.gov/pld/directories/systems
http://dpi.wi.gov/pld/directories/systems
http://dpi.wi.gov/pld/directories
http://dpi.wi.gov/pld/directories


Feedback Break



Library Users, Access, and 
Services



Library Users

● Educators
● Families
● Youth, now and in the future



Library Access
● In person and off-site
● With a card and without a card
● Fines and other barriers
● Delivery and return



Library Services

● Materials
○ Print
○ Online
○ Other

● Programs
● Reference
● Inclusive services



Library Interface

● Library catalog
● Library website
● Phone
● Email



Feedback Break



Specific Resources



BadgerLink

● Wisconsin’s Online Library
● Supported by DPI’s Resources for Libraries 

and Lifelong Learning Team
● Ever-ready, friendly library staff available to 

help you









WisCat

● Wisconsin’s Library Catalog
● Supported by DPI’s Resources for Libraries 

and Lifelong Learning Team
● Ever-ready, friendly library staff available to 

help you







Cooperative Children’s Book Center
(CCBC)

● UW Madison School of Education
● A library of books for children and youth for 

adults working with them
● Partially funded by the Wisconsin 

Department of Public Instruction
● Ever-ready, friendly library staff available to 

help you







Feedback Break



Libraries are...

● For everyone, 
anytime

● Safe havens
● All about 

lifelong learning





Please Be In Touch

Tessa Michaelson Schmidt
Public Library Youth and Inclusive 
Services Consultant

tessa.schmidt@dpi.wi.gov

mailto:tessa.schmidt@dpi.wi.gov
mailto:tessa.schmidt@dpi.wi.gov

